INDIA

week-end at Naldera for golf. We did not have the honour
of seeing much of Lord and Lady Minto, though they were
very kindly anxious for us to lunch or dine. We accepted
one invitation to dine and sleep the night when they were
giving a dance, and we both enjoyed the change.

During this time Douglas was having constant corre-
spondence with the authorities at home as to when he was
expected at the War Office,, and answers to his letters were
so confused that he decided to ask Lord Kitchener's leave
to take a holiday in April before taking on his new work.
We left early in May, arriving on June ist in London, where
Henrietta met us and took us to stay at Princes Gate. The
following press account shows what was thought of the
fitness of Douglas's new appointment.

Press Cutting.

The appointment of Major-General Douglas Haig as Director of
Military Training at Headquarters has given the greatest satisfaction
to the mounted branches of the Army. The Cavalry Committee
established at Aldershot does much excellent work, but its functions
are more restricted than is commonly supposed. It does not influence
policy, its duties being mainly confined to details of equipment and
like matters. If it were not that Sir John French is a fearless champion
of the cavalry, and that in Ireland and elsewhere there are cavalry
officers of uncommon energy and enthusiasm, the cavalry of the
British Army would not now be in the excellent state in which we
see it. The force has not hitherto been adequately represented at
headquarters, but the authorities have now a great opportunity before
them. There is an abundance of keen and earnest young cavalry
officers with all the experience of South Africa behind them. When
Mr. Haldane gives practical effect to the General Staff, which he soon
must do, he should hasten to include not a few of our talented
cavalry officers in its composition. It was an encouraging sign that
an eminent cavalry officer like General Haig has been given an im-
portant appointment at headquarters, but strong cavalry representa-
tion in the counsels of the War Office would have prevented some
errors heing made in the recent past. Recruiting for the cavalry was
suspended too long, in order to benefit the infantry, and the result